Spirals

There is enough evidence, I think, to say that the spiral symbol was abnormally frequent in marketing, in the last years of the 20th century. Is there an explanation for that?  When designers do their job, are they in control of the symbols they use, or are they slaves of telluric forces driven by the collective unconsciousness? For the partisans of the first option, what is the reason, then? For the believers of the hidden, what does it mean? Why were we overwhelmed by spirals, in such pervasive mode that most people did not even realized it? I don't know. That is why I write about it. I have searched the web for answers, but I only found witchcraft. So, I decided to share my perplexities. Am I alone in the universe?

Spirals in Western History

Spirals were fashionable among certain Greeks, in the volutes of the ionic capitel. It almost disappeared from architecture during the middle ages. There are no spirals in heraldic. It made a discrete reentrance in the renaissance, as if preparing the western world for the complete takeover of the baroque and rococo.  In Brazil, there is no church built or rebuilt from 1680 to 1800 that did not have immense volutes in the façade, not to mention myriads of spirals in the internal deco. The hangover took a hundred years, interrupted by the brief artnoveau only to totally disappear under the modernist absolutism. The brief resurgence with the hippies did not last much, and now it came back so discrete it seems disguised. Such a rich cyclic history has to have a meaning. Or is it just fortuitous, fashion, as usual?

Spirals as mania

"I am not the only one accused of hit and run" as Jimi Hendrix may have said. In 1914, a certain Sir Theodore Andrea Cook published a book called "The curves of Life". The first paragraph of the preface says When my attention was first turned to the subject of spiral formations, more than twenty years ago, it was in connection with an artistic problem, rather than a biological question, that I investigated them. In page two we read It may be said that with very few exceptions, the spiral formation is intimately connected with the phenomena of life and growth. ... I have used the spiral formation (and specially the ( spiral or ratio of Pheidias ) as a kind of key , not only to natural phenomena but to artistic and architectural phenomena as well... to formulate the laws of beauty.   So, for him, the spiral is a symbol of beauty, because both follow the mathematics of the ratio of Pheidias. . The book is as tortuous as its subject. It speaks of shells, plants, flowers, horns, left-handedness, a certain building of Leonardo da Vinci and  the mathematics of Albert Dürer. I found the book when searching for spirals at Amazonbooks.com. I bought it in search of answers, but I found a very uncomfortable  solidarity: Was he just one more person hypnotized by Carybdis maelstrom? 

Spirals and the sun 

Its use in the last years was predominantly (but not exclusively) associated with the sun and the summer. 

Even fonts were created making wide use of it. 

Spirals in Esoterics

If you put the word spiral in a search machine in the web you will find, besides lots of spiral staircases, quite a number of esoteric spirals. Some say the 

Spirals in planetary scale

Whenever the spiral subject is brought up, someone remembers the chirality of water going down the drain, the airplane test over the equator, even a Discovery Channel program about the correct site of the equator line in Quito, Equador. Some might remember Coriolis effect as its source. Have you made the experiment yourself? I have. Well, it depends. Sometimes the water turn in one direction, sometimes in other. 

The Spiral Neoplatonist Counterattack in XV century Firenzi 

The first case I know of an S shaped volute in the façade of a church is the two discrete ones  in Santa Maria Novella, in Florence,  built around 1470 by  Leon Battista Alberti.

